The Didactic Fable i Hitoyadesa
might have been composed between 1000 and 1505 A.D. The main outline and the purport of the -book ate f-h* 'same as 'those of the Panehataatfai but there '--aw many points of 'difference between- the two-/ Some--"0f the stories of the Panchatantra ar© omitted -here and                 '
many new  stories *are • introdfecect-  -Ttero are • more                j
verses in the Hitopadesa than in its nwiel, iifaBiy verses being taken from ilte'NifiMra of Kamandaka. It is divided into four books called Ijfitraltibhm Sukridbheda, Vigraka and Sandhi.
The order of the first two books of the Pancha* tombra.-is reversed, Book VI of the Panchatantra is omitted and Book III is divided into two, chapters, fte Sandhi and the Vigraha. Narayaiia ha$ rearranged the matter of the other books so as to secure a greater sense of proportion in the length of the different books and in the number of stories contained ia them. The style of the Hitopadesa is simple and and so it is am admirable text boot foi in the study of Sanskrit.
Among the various attempts at reconstructing the Panchatantra, mention may be made of Paaclia-khyanaka which is very probably the work of a Jaiti author. He has expanded the work considerably by adding many new stories and thus making the shorter chapters longer. A verse form Rsdra Bhatta the author of Sringaratilaka appears IE this work and so the work canaot be assigned to a period earlier ''than the llth century A,D«. C-8